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Maravich
was missing
maijor artery

POST NEWS SEFVICES

L5 ANGELES — Former bas-
ketball star Pete Maravich died last
week because of an enlarged and
weakened heart burdened with a
continuous lack of oxygen to the
heart muscle, the Los Angeles
County
Coroner'’s sanupe

Monday.

The heart defect is rare and usu-
ally kills victims before they reach
20 vyears of age, doctors said.

“You're dealing here with the
most rare of the rare,” said Dr.
Frank Litvack of Cedars-Sinai Med-
ical Center.

Coroner's spokesman Bob Dam-
bacher” said Maravich had no left
coronary artery, which resulted in
restrieted oxygen flow to the heart
muscle. A healthy person has both
a right artery and left artery.

Dambacher said he could not ex-
|}]ai|;1-§6w such a severs coronary
abnermality could go undetected
for so'long. “Apparently, even his
owrt doctor did not know about it,”
he told Reuters.
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Post photo by John Ira Petty
Eileen Eason, 19, demonstrates Nightbustur Sport Light on new 20-foot Shallow Sport.
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