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Come to Pre;stelhamme School
There’s a Lot to Learn
About Fiberglass Boats

“ By ZANE CHASTAIN
FPress Outdoor Editor

The sportsman today
gtill doesn't know as much
about the new revolution-

ary fiberglazs boat as he
should, says Willis Hud-
gon, a soft-spoken Hous-
tonian who helped intro-
duce the new boats 1o
this area several years
a20.

Fact i, Hudszon claimed,
many of the preseni-day ldeas
that the public has concerning
fibarglazs boats aren't realistic.

*Too many potential hoat
buyers still associate these
boats with those fragile plastic
toys that were it on the mar-
ket many years ago,” he said,

*That is, they seem to think
fiberglazs bhoats will break
Jusi as  eazily. Which,
eourse, jsn't troe”

It's notionz like these that
the affable boal manufacturer
will attempt to dAispe] al to-
morrow night's Press-Delhomme
*Water gafety and Oubtdonr
Edupcation” leeture at 3101 Lee-
land where he'll be the guest

mpeaker.
Some Bugs Then

When the first fiber-
glass hoats were intro-
dueed to Texans, Hudson
admits that there were
certain “bugs” in a few
boats that made the task
of getting them “started™
on.__the local market ]
difficult job.

“Inferior materials  eaused
the bugs.” he said. “Whenever
the more repulable sompanies
began ralsing their standards,
the 'haﬂk‘r&i'dl’ had to go out
of business,

Omnece this problem was cured,
the zelling job begzan.

"First: people our salesmen

W

"5.
boats,"

. became curious  about
- told their friendz about the new

*They wounld thump the
hoat, like you Ao a watermel-
on, kick it, drive it, anything
to zee I it would fall apart,”
Willis ehuekled.

“And when we eonvinged
them thaf we were poing to
stand behind the product, most
of 'em agreed to buy a few

All this, bath directly and in-
direcfly, contributed to the
prezent fiberglazs boat boom.

“People who rented the boats
them,

: boats, and before you knew it,

the fiberglazs boatb industry was

& taking its place alongside the

lonk the boat to were the fish-
ing eamp operators,” Hudson
confirmed. "We knew—heing he
was alwaye lnoking for a boat
that required litfle maintenance
—that the fiberglass boat would
be ideal for him™

Wallon Was First

First person in Hous-
ton te buy glass hoats
for his camp was Bud
Wallon, at the foot of the
McKay Bridee at Lake
Houston. He purchased
45 of the new hoats,

“Have to give him credif for
helping s gel Biaried nere,”
Willis agreed, “Bud’s from Cali-
Iornia and Being that’s where
the fiberglass boal got itz stark,
he knew a litlle something
about them.”

When Wallon saturated his
premizes with hoats, the ath-
er Lake Houston camp oper-
ators followed suif.

aluminum and wooden boai in
the open market.”

V ‘Room for All

As for his personal

";.upmmn as to how big the

fiberglass boat market
will become, Hudson ap-
proached the subject real-
istically,

*There will always be a place
far all three boats” he com-
mented, “People are ton choosy
for one type of boat to control
the market.” ;

Mevertheless, the psari-owner
of Hurrieane Plastics Corp.

does believe that the industry |

haz made a tremendous eontri-
bution to boating.

“You asked me what a fiber-
Elass boat was" he stated.

“Actually, it’s an improve-
ment on nature. We've taken
wiestern eedar (a wood thal's

not ton suseeptible to rotfing)
covered it with . inert  ma-
terials, added a  man-made

resin, and come up with a
haat that's improved 100 per
ornt.”

It's whal [fberglazs officials
will agree is the "ideal” hoat.

But, if wyou wanb to leamn
more about fiberglass, just be
al this elazs tomorrow night
at 7:30" he addsd.




