Grandfather pioneers family’s boat business
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Wes Hudson proudly car-
ries his wooden boat model
across the room with delicat
care. He does not want to

o

month, Willis Hudson said.
Now, 2,500 boats later,
Shallow Boats Inc. sells
eight to 1 bmtamﬂd;nmd
its Web gite claims the compa-
J;!I:s the “The Cadillac of

low water bay fishing
boats.”

“Fiber glass was real new
on the market at that time. ...
It went from there,” said the
To-yearold company founder.
“My son took it over and now
my grandson is stepping in. 1
put my two cents in évery
once in a while, but [ am just
sitting on the sidelines.™

Rex and Connie Hudson

next to the family home in

Bayview before sciling them
to retailers.

“My dad plays the manag-
er role, my mom acts like the
bookkeeper, lke (Isaac) is like
the shop foreman” Wes
Hudson said from his
room/office. “He takes care
the shop and 1 mostly manage
the Web sjte.”

The shop consists of three
warehonses in the Hudson
backyard, each containing
four to five workers assem-
g g

5 Sport Boats loc.
offers six models: a 15 and
20-footer with no sides, an 18-
and 21-footer with sides, a 21-
fmtermﬁed\rmud&lmd

guadrahedral hull
sport without sides.

Wes Huodson, who
rmn the company during
summer, did not initisily plan
on taking in the family
business. high school he
intended on studying medi-
cine, but after graduating he
knew his future was with the
Shallow Sport Boats Inc.

“Working with yvour family
... things rem smoother, there
iz no red tape,” he said. “It is
either yes or no nstead of
waiting furpnpm‘mktube
processed. You cap trust

them, you know not
m]mguwrurming off with
all your money.”

But he said there’s ome
downfall to working for =
family-owned business.

“There is too many chiefs
and not enough Indians,” he
said."‘Evm wants to be



